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DURSLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  1938, 


Chairman  of  Council — 

Col.  a.  C.  EDWARDS,  J.P. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - 

H.  F.  W.  ADAMS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
(Resigned  December  31st,  1038). 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  — 

W.  H.  WILLIAMS,  M.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  — 

J.  R.  TANNER,  A.R.S.I., 

Appointed  January  7th,  1938. 
Resigned  December  31st,  1938. 


This  report,  my  eighteenth,  is  similar  to  those  for  the  past 
13  years,  an  ordinary  report.  Although  the  Dursley  Rural  District 
Council  was"  removed  from  the  East  Gloucestershire  United  Districts 
in  1938  I was  in  medical  charge  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

1938  was  marked  by  great  activity  in  the  district  in  every  way. 

The  general  health  was  good. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres) 

... 

26,905 

Population  (Census,  1931) 

, • • 

14,400 

and  Estimated  1937  ... 

...  • . • 

14,400 

ditto  1938  ... 

• • • • • • 

14,600 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census, 

1931)  ... 

3,788 

(end  of 

1937)  ... 

4,670 

(end  of 

1938)  ... 

4,790 

Rateable  Value 

« • • • • • 

£56,596 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

... 

£228 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births — 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

...  280 

140 

140 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

2 

Birth  Rate  : 19.5. 

Still  Births  (all  legitimate) 

6 

4 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  : 19.8 

Deaths  : 

...  171 

87 

84 

Death  Rate  : 11.7. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  con- 
sequence of  childbirth — ■ 

from  sepsis  ...  ...  nil. 

from  other  causes  ...  nil. 

Death  of  infants  under  one  year — all 

legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  7 3 

Per  1,000  births  : 

Legitimate,  34  ; Illegitimate,  nil ; Total,  34. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages — nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — nil. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) — nil. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

These  remain  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

Although  Dursley  is  a rural  district,  there  are  two  fairly  large 
towns  in  the  area. 

There  are  8 large  factories  in  Dursley  itself,  and  approximately 
6 in  Cam,  Kingswood  and  Cambridge. 


Causes  of  Death  in  1938. 


C.VUSE  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

E. 

Diphtheria 

1 

Iniluenza 

• • • 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

. . 

1 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

4 

2 

Other  tuberculosis 

1 

2 

O.P.I.,  tabes,  etc. 

1 

• • • 

Cancer 

5 

12 

Cerebro  haemorrhage 

() 

5 

Heart  disease  ... 

1!) 

25 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

1) 

8 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

fhieumonia 

7 

6 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

2 

2 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

. . • 

Appendicitis  ... 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

• • • 

Other  liver  diseases  ... 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

.8 

Nephritis 

4 

1 

Congenital  diseases  ... 

2 

3 

Senility 

1 

1 

Other  violence 

() 

2 

Other  defined  diseases 

S 

8 

ALL  CAL^SES 

S7 

84 

From  the  foregoing  tables  and  statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  no 
unusual  or  excessive  mortality  occurred  in  1938. 

Cancer  caused  17  deaths,  a welcome  decrease. 

Influenza  caused  3 deaths,  again  a decrease. 

Tuberculosis  accounted  for  9 deaths. 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  system  caused  72  deaths  out  of  a total 
of  171. 

Death  Rate,  11.7  is  in  every  way  an  excellent  hgure. 

Birth  Rate,  19.5.  This  also  is  very  good. 

Infant  Mortality,  34.  Again  this  is  an  excellent  hgure  and  speaks 
well  for  the  general  good  health  in  the  district,  and  also  the 
skill  of  the  doctors  and  nurses. 

The  hgure  is  caused  by  the  death  of  10  children  under  one 
year — all  legitimate. 

Stillbirths  ^ six  occurred  in  1938,  all  legitimate. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

These  remain  unchanged.  Infectious  cases  go  to  Over  Hospital, 
Gloucester  ; Smallpox  cases  (if  any)  to  Chipping  Sodbury. 
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The  nursing  in  the  district  is  carried  out  by  nurses  of  the 
District  Nursing  Association,  under  the  supervision  of  a full-time 
County  Nurse.  Much  valuable  work  is  done  by  them  in  the  super- 
vision of  school  children,  Midwifery  and  Tuberculosis  visiting. 

Bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations  are  carried  out 
in  the  laboratories  at  Gloucester  and  Bristol. 

A Child  Welfare  Centres  in  Wotton  continues  to  do  good  work  ; 
there  is  also  one  in  Dursley. 

Maternal  mortality  is  under  the  administration  of  the  County 
Council. 

The  Mortuary  at  Wotton  was  completed  during  the  year. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  cases — from  Over  Isolation  Hospital. 

[h)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases^ — Messrs.  R.  A. 
Lister’s  Ambulance  and  the  Bristol  City  and  Marine  Ambulance 
Service. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water. 

Investigations  of  Millend  Stream  are  being  carried  out  as  a 
source  of  supply  for  North  Nibley  and  as  a possible  source  for 
augmenting  the  existing  Dursley  and  district  supply. 

The  main  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity 
but  private  supplies  at  Nympsfield  and  North  Nibley  were  deficient 
during  the  summer  months. 

The  piped  supplies  are  controlled  by  bacteriological  examination 
and  39  samples  were  submitted  for  examination. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

(a)  Particulars  of  new  Schemes  completed  during  the  year  : — 
A relief  sewer  at  the  junction  of  Boulton  Lane  and 
Silver  Street,  Dursley  was  recently  completed. 

(h)  Particulars  of  new  works  commenced  during  the  year  : — 
Cam  sewer  extensions  at  Cam  Pitch  and  Box  Road  were 
commenced  in  November.  The  extensions  include  The 
Quarry,  Cam  Green,  Ashmead  Green,  Tilsdown  and 
Sandpits. 

(c)  Particulars  of  contemplated  works  : — 

Extension  and  modernisation  of  the  Dursley  and  Cam 
Sewage  Outfall  Works  at  Coaley  Junction. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  management  of  one  factory  in  the  district  has  been 
approached  regarding  the  pollution  of  a stream  with  oil.  Steps  are 
being  taken  to  avoid  this. 


3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

(a)  Number  of  earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  improved  privies 
constructed  : 

Kingswood  ...  1 

(/;)  Number  of  replacements  of  earth  closets,  etc.,  by  W.C.’s  : 

Kingswood  ...  1 

Coaley  ...  1 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

No  extension  or  improvement  was  made  during  the  year  in  the 
arrangements  for  public  cleansing. 


(iii) 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(«) 

Inspections  made 

. . . 

1,245 

(6) 

Nuisances  discovered  or  reported 

: Total 

85 

) } y ' y 

Swine  only...  2 

(C) 

Complaints  received 

. . . ... 

57 

w 

Informal  or  Preliminary  Notices 

sent 

32 

(«) 

Statutory  Notices  sent 

. . . ... 

8 

(/) 

Nuisances  abated 

...  ... 

68 

(i?) 

Summonses  issued  ... 

...  . • * 

nil 

{/') 

Convictions  obtained 

• 

nil 

Numbers  inspected  of  each  of  the  following 

No.  on 

No. 

Total  No.  of 

Register. 

Inspected. 

Inspections. 

(«) 

Common  Lodging  Houses  — 

— - 

— 

(i) 

(c) 

Bake-houses  ...  ...  23 

Dairies,  Cowsheds, 

23 

40 

Milkshops  ...  ...  200 

178 

192 

(d) 

Canal  Boats  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

(e) 

Workshops  ...  ...  44 

44 

47 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

Number  inspected  : 32.  Number  of  inspections  : 60. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1934,  or  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 

been  issued  under  Sect.  269  P.H.A.  1936 


nil 
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(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Observations  made  : nil.  Complaints  received  : 1. 

The  owner  of  the  factory  complained  of,  is  taking  steps  to 
remedy  the  nuisance  with  the  co-operation  of  the  makers  of  the 
furnaces  used. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  one  Swimming  Pool  (open  air)  in  the  district.  An 
analysis  of  the  water  in  this  pool  was  found  satisfactory. 

(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infected  : 

Council  : nil ; other  : nil. 

(h)  Number  of  houses  disinfected  : 

Council  : nil ; other  : nil. 

4.  Schools. 

The  Schools  remain  in  good  sanitary  condition.  With  the 
exception  of  North  Nibley  and  the  two  schools  in  Nympsfield,  water 
is  laid  on  or  is  in  close  vicinity. 

HOUSING. 

1.  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  {h)  120 

(h)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  38 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  82 

(c)  Proposed  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  54 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  278 

{h)  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  431 

(2)  [a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  269 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unht 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

3.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  Without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  26 

4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owmer  ...  nil 

(8)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  tit  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(())  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  3mar  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  nil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  37 

{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  nil 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Inspections  of  farms  and  dairies  have  been  carried  out  and 
where  defective  samples  have  been  discovered,  measures  are  taken 
to  rectify.  Most  of  the  milk  sampling  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
County  Authorities,  both  for  bacterial  content  and  tubercle  bacilli. 

ih)  Meat. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  : — 


Cattle, 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

N 

ot  know 

n.  N 

ot  know 

n. 

Number  inspected 

47 

23 

27 

150 

137 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

nil 

nil 

nil 

3 

nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

3 

2 

nil 

7 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease 

6.3 

8.7 

nil 

6.7 

3.6 

Tuberculosis  only — ■ 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total 

cases 

notihed. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

• . • 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever 

48 

31 

• • • 

Diphtheria 

32 

31 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

• • 

• » • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

. . . 

Poliomvelitis  ... 

• . 

• . • 

Pneumonia 

13 

13 

Erysipelas 

5 

. . • 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

. . . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Analysis  of  total  notified  cases  under  age-groups  : 


1 hider 
f) 

5-1.') 

1 5-l>5 

25-:h") 

55 — f5 

45-55 

55— ().5 

()5 

and 

over 

M. 

1 

1'. 

vScarlct  fever 

7 

:h) 

•) 

2 

1 

. • . 

« • « 

• • . 

21 

27 

I )iphtheria  . . . 

2() 

■) 

I 

17 

15 

I’uerperal 
]')vrexia  ... 

. . . 

. . • 

1 

. . . 

. . • 

. • 

1 

Pneumonia 

•) 

5 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1) 

4 

Erysipelas  ... 

•) 

1 

•) 

2 

.5 

Encephalitis 

Eethargica 

. • 

• • 

• « 

1 

* » t 

* • • 

. . . 

• • • 

1 

. « • 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

During  the  year  32  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  of  which  I 
was  notihed  after  death  and  the  remaining  31  cases  were  admitted 
to  hospital.  Two  small  outbreaks  were  largely  responsible  for  the 
number  of  cases,  12  occurring  at  the  Dryleaze  Children’s  Home, 
Wotton,  and  16  at  Nympsheld,  9 resident  at  the  Convent  and  7 
attending  the  Roman  Catholic  School. 

Artificial  immunization  against  diphtheria  is  provided  by  the 
Council  and  145  children  received  3 injections  of  Ic.c.  of  Toxin 
Antitoxin  Floccules. 

Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1938  : 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

0 — 

1 - 

1 

1 

5 — 

• « • 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

15—  

1 

1 

. . 

. . » 

25—  

2 

« • • 

. • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

.55 — ...-fc 

1 

... 

1 

1 

. . . 

. . • 

45 — 

• • • 

1 

... 

2 

. . 

1 

... 

55 — 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. , 

, . . 

. . . 

56  and  upwards 

...  1 

Totai.s 

5 

5 

o 

2 

4 

•> 

■ 

1 

' i 

•)  ! 

© 


•V 


■ik 


I 
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